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See online review for
distribution map

Distribution data supplied by the Ocean
Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). To
interrogate UK data visit the NBN Atlas.
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Authority (Linnaeus, 1758)

Other common
names

- Synonyms -

Summary

 Description
The warus Odobenus rosmarus is the only member of its family and is very easily identified. Like
seals, walruses have both pectoral flippers and tail flippers as well as a muzzle with long whiskers.
The walrus differs by having a broad muzzle with the whiskers on the front end, and by having two
large tusks up to 1 m in length. The walrus is a large and bulky species reaching up to 3.6 m in
length. Its skin is notably thick, rough and creased. It has small 'bloodshot' eyes. The tail end is
enclosed in a web of skin. Most walruses are grey to cinnamon-brown in colour, becoming paler
with age. The skin becomes flushed with blood when warm and they acquire a rosy red colouration.

 Recorded distribution in Britain and Ireland
Usually found in Arctic waters but individuals have been found in the North Sea, the west coast of
Ireland and one record exists for the Firth of Clyde, Scotland.

 Global distribution
-

http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/480197
http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/480197
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NBNSYS0000188733#overview
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 Habitat
The walrus is found in shallow water and coastal habitats, on sandy beaches and rocky shores.

 Depth range
-

 Identifying features

Large, bulky body up to 3.6 m in length.
Broad muzzle with long whiskers at the front.
Two large tusks up to 1 m in length.
Thick and creased skin.

 Additional information
No text entered

 Listed by


 Further information sources

Search on:

    NBN WoRMS

https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#berne
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#wca
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#foci
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Odobenus+rosmarus
http://scholar.google.co.uk/scholar?q=Odobenus+rosmarus
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Walrus
http://www.dassh.ac.uk/SEABED/SpeciesMap.php?sp=Odobenus+rosmarus
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NBNSYS0000188733
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=137077
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