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Cucumaria frondosa in a laboratory.
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See online review for
distribution map

Distribution data supplied by the Ocean
Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). To
interrogate UK data visit the NBN Atlas.

Researched by John Bleach Refereed by Admin

Authority (Gunnerus, 1767)

Other common
names

- Synonyms -

Summary

 Description
A sea cucumber with a cylindrical, dark brown or bluish-purple body, and very tough, leathery skin.
A large sea cucumber up to 50 cm long when fully grown. The tentacles and mouth region can be
quite colourful, with areas of white or red. The contractile tube feet are present in five distinct
rows. The ten equal-sized tentacles are black and bushy when extended. Fenestrate plates
(microscopic calcareous plates containing small holes) present in younger animals but may be
absent in larger specimens.

 Recorded distribution in Britain and Ireland
Found around the Shetlands Islands and the Orkney Islands.

 Global distribution
-

 Habitat
Found on the lower shore and shallow sublittoral, to perhaps 200 m, on coarse grounds, often
among kelp holdfasts. It can also be found on rocky substrata.

 Depth range

http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/618183
http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/618183
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NBNSYS0000174791#overview
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-

 Identifying features

Cylindrical dark brown body up to 50 cm long.
Tube feet arranged in five, double rows, occasionally occurring between the body radii (in
the inter-radii).
Ten black, bushy tentacles (when extended), usually of equal size.
Tentacles and mouth region may be colourful.
Often found among kelp holdfasts.

 Additional information
A detailed taxonomic description is provided by McKenzie (1991).

 Listed by

 Further information sources

Search on:

    NBN WoRMS

http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Cucumaria+frondosa
http://scholar.google.co.uk/scholar?q=Cucumaria+frondosa
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=A+sea+cucumber
http://www.dassh.ac.uk/SEABED/SpeciesMap.php?sp=Cucumaria+frondosa
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NBNSYS0000174791
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=124612
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