
MarLIN
Marine Information Network
Information on the species and habitats around the coasts and sea of the British Isles

Pacific oyster (Magallana gigas)

MarLIN – Marine Life Information Network
Marine Evidence–based Sensitivity Assessment (MarESA) Review

 

Joelene Hughes

2008-05-08

A report from:
The Marine Life Information Network, Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom.

Please note. This MarESA report is a dated version of the online review. Please refer to the website for
the most up-to-date version [https://www.marlin.ac.uk/species/detail/1676]. All terms and the
MarESA methodology are outlined on the website (https://www.marlin.ac.uk)

This review can be cited as:
Hughes, J.R. 2008. Magallana gigas Pacific oyster. In Tyler-Walters H. and Hiscock K. (eds) Marine Life
Information Network: Biology and Sensitivity Key Information Reviews, [on-line]. Plymouth: Marine
Biological Association of the United Kingdom. DOI https://dx.doi.org/10.17031/marlinsp.1676.1

The information (TEXT ONLY) provided by the Marine Life Information Network
(MarLIN) is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share
Alike 2.0 UK: England & Wales License. Note that images and other media featured on
this page are each governed by their own terms and conditions and they may or may
not be available for reuse. Permissions beyond the scope of this license are available
here. Based on a work at www.marlin.ac.uk

https://www.marlin.ac.uk/species/detail/1676
https://www.marlin.ac.uk
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/termsandconditions
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/


(page left blank)



Date: 2008-05-08 Pacific oyster (Magallana gigas) - Marine Life Information Network

https://www.marlin.ac.uk/habitats/detail/1676 3

Magallana gigas at Batten Bay, Plymouth Sound.
Photographer: Guy Baker
Copyright: Guy Baker

 

See online review for
distribution map

Distribution data supplied by the Ocean
Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). To
interrogate UK data visit the NBN Atlas.

Researched by Joelene Hughes Refereed by Admin

Authority (Thunberg, 1793)

Other common
names

- Synonyms
Crassostrea angulata
(Lamarck, 1819), Crassostrea
gigas (Thunberg, 1793)

Summary

 Description
The shell can grow up 18 cm long. An off-white to yellow or bluish grey in colour, the shell often has
deep purple patches. The left valve is deeply cupped with 6 or 7 bold ribs making the shell margin
rough. The right valve is flat or slightly convex and has ribs corresponding to channels of left valve.

 Recorded distribution in Britain and Ireland

Introduced initially in Cornwall, Essex and Wales for mariculture. It has been farmed on around
300 sites throughout England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 'Escapees' have established
populations in various regions.

 Global distribution

Present throughout Europe from Norway to Spain and Portugal on the Atlantic Coast. Present in
the USA and south west Canada. It occurs naturally in Japan and south eastern Asia.

 Habitat

http://www.iobis.org/
http://www.iobis.org/
https://species.nbnatlas.org/
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Found on the lower shore and shallow sublittoral to a depth of around 80 m.

 Depth range
-

 Identifying features

An elongate oval shell with a crenulate shell margin.
The left valve is deeply cupped with a coarse concentric sculpture and has 6 or 7
prominent ribs.
The flat or slightly convex right valve sits inside the left valve.
The troughs of the right valve correspond to the ridges on the left valve.
The shell often overgrows the beaks and umbones.
The external colour may be off-white to brown with patches or streaks of purple.
Internally the shell is white with the adductor scar typically purple (mauve).

 Additional information
Similar to Crassostrea virginica although this species lacks the crenulate shell margin and bold ribs
of Magallana gigas. Magallana gigas was introduced from Portugal to Essex in 1926 as a commercial
crop and has since established itself in the wild. It occurs naturally in Japan and south-east Asia.
Magallana gigas is also known as the Portuguese or Japanese oyster.

 Listed by

 Further information sources

Search on:

    NBN WoRMS

https://www.marlin.ac.uk/species/detail/1638
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Magallana+gigas
http://scholar.google.co.uk/scholar?q=Magallana+gigas
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Pacific+oyster
http://www.dassh.ac.uk/SEABED/SpeciesMap.php?sp=Magallana+gigas
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=836033
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