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See online review for
distribution map

Distribution data supplied by the Ocean
Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). To
interrogate UK data visit the NBN Atlas.

Researched by Morvan Barnes Refereed by Admin

Authority (Bonnaterre, 1788)

Other common
names

- Synonyms -

Summary

 Description
The porbeagle Lamna nasus is a streamlined and robust shark with large conspicuous black eyes. It
can reach up to 350 cm in length and is a dark metallic blue colour with a white ventral surface. It
has two very strong caudal keels. The caudal fin itself is large and lunate. It has five large
conspicuous gill slits. Lamna nasus has a pointed snout, slightly longer and more pointed than the
salmon shark, Lamna ditropis. The first of the two dorsal fins is large and triangular and has a white
patch on the back of it. The second is considerably smaller.

 Recorded distribution in Britain and Ireland
Widely distributed throught British and Irish waters.

 Global distribution
-

 Habitat
The porbeagle shark is an epipelagic oceanic and coastal species, which can be found in surface

http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/459805
http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/459805
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NHMSYS0000329110#overview
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waters down to a depth of over 700 m but can also occasionally venture into close inshore waters.

 Depth range
-

 Identifying features

Large, robust, streamlined shark reaching up to 350 cm in length.
Lunate cordal fin and strong caudal keel.
Large dark eyes.
Dark metallic blue colour with a paler ventral surface.
A second caudal keel is present.

 Additional information
The porbeagle shark is less slender than the shortfin mako Isurus oxyrinchus (Compagno, 1984).

 Listed by


 Further information sources

Search on:

    NBN WoRMS

https://www.marlin.ac.uk/species/detail/62
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#ukbap
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#spi
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#spi
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#ospar
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#redlist
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#foci
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#pmf
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Lamna+nasus
http://scholar.google.co.uk/scholar?q=Lamna+nasus
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Porbeagle+shark
http://www.dassh.ac.uk/SEABED/SpeciesMap.php?sp=Lamna+nasus
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NHMSYS0000329110
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=105841
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