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See online review for
distribution map

Distribution data supplied by the Ocean
Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). To
interrogate UK data visit the NBN Atlas.

Researched by Morvan Barnes Refereed by Admin

Authority Linnaeus, 1758

Other common
names

- Synonyms -

Summary

 Description
The spiny dogfish or spurdog Squalus acanthias is a small member of the dogfish family reaching up
to 1.6 m in length. It has a grey to brown dorsal colouring and a much paler belly. It can easily be
distinguished from similar species by conspicuous white spots covering the entire body. It has two
dorsal fins each with large spines. The caudal fin outline is smooth.

 Recorded distribution in Britain and Ireland
Widely distributed throught the British and Irish coastal waters.

 Global distribution
-

 Habitat
The spiny dogfish is a benthopelagic species occuring both inshore and offshore of the upper
continental shelf. Tolerant of a wide range of salinities.

http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/512833
http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/512833
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NBNSYS0000178138#overview
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 Depth range
-

 Identifying features

Small dogfish up to 1.6 m in length.
Grey-brown upper body, paler lower body.
Entire body covered in white spots.
Two dorsal fins each with ungrooved large spines.
The first dorsal spine originates behind the pectoral rear tips.
Lateral keels on the caudal peduncle and upper precaudal pit.
Anal fin and notch on the caudal fin are absent.

 Additional information
One of the most abundant shark species in the world, Squalus acanthias is a well studied species and
has been the subject of many studies focusing on heavy metal pollution and sensitivity to pollution
studies (McMillan & Morse, 1999).

 Listed by


 Further information sources

Search on:

    NBN WoRMS

https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#ukbap
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#spi
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#spi
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#ospar
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#redlist
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#foci
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine-designations#pmf
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Squalus+acanthias
http://scholar.google.co.uk/scholar?q=Squalus+acanthias
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Spiny+dogfish
http://www.dassh.ac.uk/SEABED/SpeciesMap.php?sp=Squalus+acanthias
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NBNSYS0000178138
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=105923
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